Augsburg - neurosurgery

This report is about clinical exchange in Germany. My exchange started on Sunday when after exhausting travel we went for swimming in a small river. To be honest the first day was probably the most beautiful one. The first day in hospital was awesome. We had a tour through the hospital. I was feeling like Alice in wonderland as everything was so much different from what I was used to. Even though the beginning was mesmerizing after I got to my department. 
My exchange was at department of neurosurgery. Sadly, I must say I would not choose the same department as the approach from the doctors was not really my cup of tea. I went there with B1 in German and I admit it was so hard for two weeks. The doctors were trying to avoid speaking in English. 
We started at 7.00 am with visit and following with morning meeting. After that we were supposed to take the patients’ blood as in Germany only doctors and their assistants are allowed to take the blood. After all the blood draw was done, we could attend the surgeries. Depending on type of surgery we could also assist or just look. I experienced various surgeries out of which I loved intracranial tumors. Of course, by this type of op we would be allowed only to watch. But as the doctors were using the microscopes, they would turn on big screen on the wall so we could see everything.
The good thing about this exchange is that I was forced to improve my language skills. For two weeks I was avoiding the patient’s examination but after two weeks I could examine the patient in German without problem. The doctor usually told us in which room we should go and then would ask about the patient’s condition. 
We finished everyday at 3.00 pm although some of the students stayed even longer. I got to my dorm within an hour. In the dorm I had my own room with attached bathroom. We could cook in shared kitchen which was completely equipped with cookware and bakeware. Basically everything that you needed was there. 
For a day I went to the admission of trauma surgery. I must say the doctors there were way more communicative. Immediately as I came there, they were always explaining what they were doing and why. I really enjoyed my time in there.
Through IFMSA we were there only two students and so even the social program was weak. We had a national foods and drinks party, one trip to Munich and national social program in Tubingen which unfortunately I could not attend.  I made my own social program by going out with the other students that were at our department. 
In conclusion I am very thankful for this opportunity as I could improve my language skills, social and clinical skills. I would recommend this region of country for students that seek enhancement in their knowledge rather than seeking fun. I would also recommend language nivea at least B1 as the people are not fond of speaking English.
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