Report on SCOPE to Chile, in Santiago de Chile
 
I attended this professional exchange programme as a fourth year medical student in Santiago de Chile, Chile during month of July 2022. 

Clinical rotations
My clinical rotations were held in Hospital Padre Hurtado, a relatively new and fairly big hospital. I was placed in the Internal medicine department which  had been my first choice in the application form. During the whole month I was assigned to Dr Alvaro Encinas who, as a tutor, had been very helpful and eager to explain all the diagnoses and translate the patients‘ history from Spanish. I found his approach to patients and Chilean students truly admirable and it gave me motivation to do the same in my future. The Chilean students who were in their clinical rotations too were also very approachable and kind to explain the basics of Chilean medical education and their experiences with it. Every morning, we did rounds in the department to see new patients, discuss the state of old ones. Then, there was a little seminar held by one of the students with a topic they’d prepared in advance. The topics varied from pulmonary embolism to use of antibiotics. This form of education was quite new to me and I enjoyed this time alot. Unfortunately, as I am not a Spanish speaker, I was not able to fully understand the prezentation but it was to be compensated by providing me the materials from the prezentation. The rounds, the seminars, the conversations with other students opened my eyes to see a new approach and new methods to educate oneself. 

Accomodation
Regarding the accomodation, I was paired with a host girl, also a medical student in one of the universities in Santiago. Catalina opened her heart to a total stranger and I couldn’t be happier. The flat she is living in had 2 bedrooms (in one of which I stayed in), a kitchen (with a washer/dryer), a bathroom and a living room with a dining nook. Everything was clean and functional, I didn’t have any problems with anything. 

Food
The exchange conditions stated that I would be provided with one or two meals a day but after finding out that my host girl is a student herself I couldn’t imagine asking her to cook for me. At least the flat had a kitchen and I could use all the appliances and utensils. I ended up buying all the groceries for me and cooking all the meals for the day. 

Social programme
I’d been very curious and excited about the social programme before coming to Chile after reading about it in the exchange conditions again...but it left me dissapointed. First two weeks there was not a word about anything. I would have come up with something myself but I was quite cautious about traveling within the city as I’ve been told there were more and less safe districts and after all, I wasn’t aware of my surroundings so well. If it was not for my host girl Catalina and fellow Brazilian student Maria Paula, I would have experienced next to nothing. I would have understood if the students responsible for the social programme were busy or something but I was left in total silence. I contacted my contact person Agustín who then contacted other people and some social programme was made. I hoped for some trip somewhere but a party was settled. 

Conclusion 
My stay and clinical rotation in Chile were enjoyable and I am glad I had the opportunity to experience a different culture from mine. It broadend my horizons about people, different medical education and medical system. I would recommend this professional exchange a lot but not for English speakers. It should be stated in the exchange conditions that this exchange is suited for Spanish speakers only. 
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